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n PCT/IPEA/409 (Cover Sheet) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/ES 02/0040 6 

I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "oripinallv filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 

Description, Pages 

1-12 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1 -6 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/13-13/13 as originally filed 

2 " K. re9a - d t0 J- h u J^nguage all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

D Rulers U 2llSl^3^° n fumished for the P ur P oses of international preliminary examination (under 

3 " )Xl^ ard . t0 a r V . nuc,eotlde . ***** amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the - - 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. ^ 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5 " D Sl S n r ^ rt v? aS i?? en es u tablish !ed as if (some of) the amendments had not been made since thev hav* 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). y 6 

( mportT aCement Sh6et COntainin9 Such ^"dments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 
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1-6 



1-6 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/ES02/00406 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1: FR-A-2 704 798 
D2: US-A-5 927 582 

Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses a separator for stacked sheets from which the subject-matter of claim 1 dif- 
fers in that beneath the internal rollers and centrally, cylinders have been provided, 
whose activation produces the rise and corresponding upwards pivoting of the mobile 
frames and with them of the conveyor belts, as well as of the corresponding interior 
rollers; the external rollers remaining static. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as how to separate 
stacked sheets by create a pivoting movement of one mobile frame relative to the other 
frame using a simple but effective construction. 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reasons: 

None of the available prior art documents proposes or fairly suggests to provide 
cylinders beneath the internal rolls, whose activation rises both mobile frames leaving 
the external rollers static. D1 and D2 propose only to pivot one single frame and the 
external rollers are moved by these devices. 

Claims 2-6 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meets the requirements of the 
PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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